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                                     “It’s about patriotism. It’s about America. 
It’s about how we stand by our values—or don’t—in times of crisis. FDR was a great president, 

but the story that I tell through my hero is that good people can do bad things. His WWII national 
security policies have the form of a basic moral dilemma: when is it okay to hurt some people to 

help others?”— Kermit Roosevelt 

“The profound questions that it raises—about the powers of the president in times of war, the 
tensions between liberty and security, and the role of the courts in resolving those tensions—

remain as important in today’s threat- filled world as they were some three quarters of a century 
ago.” —Wall Street Journal  

“My favorite World War II historical novel was Herman Wouk’s The Winds of War. Now I have 
two favorites. Kermit Roosevelt’s Allegiance is an instant classic.” —Nelson DeMille 

“A coming-of-age story, a love story, a story of betrayal and disillusionment and redemption.”— 
SCOTUS Blog  

 
“An insider’s view of a world at war, a rogue’s gallery with real-life rogues, an exploration of the 

limits of American idealism…” — Louis Bayard  

A L L E G I A N C E
World War II America. The shadow of fascism hangs over the world. But does the threat to 

liberty come only from across the sea, or can fear and greed lead Americans  
to betray their own values? 

Young, idealistic Cash Harrison wants to serve his country, but he fails the military physical. 
A clerkship with Justice Hugo black at the Supreme Court seems a heaven-sent alternative. 
But Cash soon discovers that nothing is as it seems. Wartime Washington is its own world, 
where sinister cabals pursue mysterious plots as the tentacles of conspiracy reach all the 

way to highest court in the land. There is murder in the marble palace, and intrigue 
connected to the decision to detain thousands of Japanese Americans. From the halls of 

Justice to the dusty barracks of desert detention camps, Cash chases answers, uncovering 
the most fundamental question of all: what it means to be a true American.



					No one thought it could happen in America.  
The US government forces tens of thousands of 
innocent Americans into detention camps and 
strips them of their individual freedoms, solely 
because of their ancestry. Award-winning author 
Kermit Roosevelt captures the epic drama and 
political intrigue inside FDR’s administration in the 
chaotic aftermath of Pearl Harbor. When he signs 
Executive Order 9066, a “necessary measure” for 
national security, he sets in motion one of the 
worst civil rights violations in US history.  
    Based on actual events and key political figures, 
Allegiance takes readers inside Washington, DC 
and the Supreme Court to uncover the web of 
misdeeds, legal debates, and moral dilemmas 
surrounding FDR’s policies. For the first time, the 
story is told from the perspective of a government 
insider who uncovers the astonishing coverups by 
government officials.  
   Roosevelt masterfully brings unsung heroes and 
villains to life in an inspiring account of courage, 
where one man tries to do what’s right when 
everyone else isn’t. He provides a thoughtful 
examination of a defining national moment.  



    ALLEGIANCE
layers current concerns onto a similar history:

* A nation in fear after a terrorist attack 
* Government extension of federal power in wartime
* Tensions between national security and civil liberties
* The demonization of innocent people based on 

ethnicity
* The need to decide who is a friend and who is an 

enemy 
“My hero, my narrator, accepts a clerkship with Supreme Court 
Justice Hugo Black as a way to serve his country. He’s clerking 
during one of the Japanese American internment cases, and then 
when his clerkship ends he stays in DC and works for the Justice 
Department. That’s in order to unravel a mystery, which is my non-
factual thriller plot. He ends up representing the government and 
defending the detention program before the Supreme Court, and 
he starts having doubts about what he’s doing.

“The developmental process I was trying to show there was in 
part the process of disillusionment with the government —
wounded patriotism — which is something I went through myself 
in the years after 9/11. But perhaps more importantly, it’s the 
growth of empathy: the expansion of the set of people who are 
considered worth caring about, the people who count.

“I have Supreme Court Justices and other government figures as 
significant characters in the book. Much of their dialogue is true to 
l i fe—I read biographies, autobiographies, diaries, and 
correspondence—but some of it is taken from recent events. 

‘We should look forward, not back.’ 
‘We shouldn’t criminalize policy differences or 
condemn actions taken in good faith to protect 
the nation.’ 
‘You have to remember what it was like then.’
‘We feared another attack.’ 

Those are contemporary lines about the CIA torture program, but 
they fit very easily into the mouths of people discussing the 
detention of Japanese-Americans. That program, which uprooted 
over 100,000 mostly birthright citizens, ended up being a large part 
of Allegiance.” 

 “Over again, usually—but not always—in wartime, we react out of fear. We 
overreact; we hurt innocent people. Later we regret it. We say it won’t happen 
again…but it does.  We the people need to stand up and say, ‘That’s not my 
America. My America doesn’t do these things.’ We will win this struggle — there is no 
doubt of that. But we may well suffer more loss along the way. What is within our 
control is not whether we will be safe, but whether we will be good.”  

— Kermit Roosevelt



   

          ALLEGIANCE
               A novel based on a true story 

In this riveting story of torn loyalties, moral 
dilemmas, and government corruption, Roosevelt 
reveals the inner workings of the judicial system and 
the dark side of power. Drawing from impeccable 
research, he brings Hugo Black, Felix Frankfurter, 
Francis Biddle, and J. Edgar Hoover to life and defines 
their place in our constitutional history. Roosevelt, 
one of the country’s leading constitutional scholars, 
examines all sides of the debate over national security 
vs civil liberties, issues we face today. A riveting legal 
thriller, the narrative moves swiftly through the 
Supreme Court cases Hirabayashi vs. United States 
and Korematsu vs. United States. 

Kermit Roosevelt is a professor of constitutional law at the University 
of Pennsylvania Law School, where he also teaches creative writing. Before 
joining the Penn faculty, he clerked for DC Circuit Judge Stephen F. Williams 
and Supreme Court Justice David Souter, and practiced law in Chicago. His 
experiences clerking and practicing law informed his first novel, In The 
Shadow of the Law, a national campus bestseller and winner of the 
Philadelphia Athenaeum Literary Award. His nonfiction books include The 
Myth of Judicial Activism: Making Sense of Supreme Court Decisions, and Conflict 
of Laws. Born in Washington, D.C., he attended Harvard University and Yale 
Law School, and is the great-great-grandson of President Theodore 
Roosevelt. For more information, please visit www.kermitroosevelt.net. 
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 “My favorite World War II historical novel was Herman Wouk’s The Winds of War.  Now I have two 
favorites.  Kermit Roosevelt’s Allegiance is an instant classic.”

—Nelson DeMille 

“Allegiance is a coming-of-age story, a love story, a story of betrayal and disillusionment and redemption.”
— SCOTUS Blog 

“[Allegiance] excels as an introduction to American wartime history. It paints meticulous portraits of the 
Washington legal world, Philadelphia high society and the West Coast internment camps.… The profound 
questions that it raises—about the powers of the president in times of war, the tensions between liberty 

and security, and the role of the courts in resolving those tensions—remain as important in today’s threat-
filled world as they were some three quarters of a century ago.” 

—Wall Street Journal 

"Roosevelt paints a disturbing picture of Washington at war as a place driven by patriotism and principle — 
and by cynicism and greed... a splendid, troubling and authoritative novel, conceived with a vision that sees 

beyond the years and resonates in the present day." 
—Richmond Times-Dispatch 

“An insider’s view of a world at war, a rogue’s gallery with real-life rogues, an exploration of the limits of 
American idealism, Kermit Roosevelt’s Allegiance is also just a damn good yarn. It keeps you flipping pages 

even as it artfully and fruitfully complicates your understanding of the way we were. This is historical fiction 
as it should be.”

—Louis Bayard, author of The Pale Blue Eye

“A work of historical fiction that reads like a thriller. A deeply humanitarian book.”
—John Fugelsang, host of Tell Me Everything on SiriuxXM

PRAISE FOR KERMIT ROOSEVELT
            Author of the award-winning novel In the Shadow of the Law 

A thoroughly gripping debut novel . . . a major breakthrough. —Chicago Tribune 

There are suspenseful, devious plots aplenty but it’s Shadow’s cast of characters that will keep you 
up at night. Roosevelt writes about the law more passionately and entertainingly than anyone since 

Scott Turrow. —TIME



Questions for the Author

  Allegiance has been called a transformative book. What do you hope to impart to readers? 
What surprised you most about this period in our history? 

What are the parallels between then and now? 
How would you describe our individual and national response to fear? 

How did this happen, one of the worst civil rights violations in our history? And how did it 
happen under the leadership of FDR, one of our great presidents? 

Describe some of the coverups you uncovered during research for the book. 
What are some of the tactics the government used during FDR’s presidency? 

Have we used similar tactics in recent times? 
Does the president have a blank check to institute national security policies in wartime? 

Who are the heroes in your story? Who are the villains?  
Your main characater is a hero. What can readers take away from his personal journey? 

Describe the emotional journey of your hero, your protagonist, as he uncovers government 
corruption. How are his loyalties torn? 

There’s a line in the book about “expanding your compass of sympathy” — tell us about the that. 
Given your family’s place in political history, do you feel a deep identification with government; 

and if so, how does that take shape in your work? 
Did you have any conflict about spotlighting this part of FDR’s presidency? 

Can internment happen again? 
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